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/7 r^'Ai- - v* Tried and Law Report 

l~' Scries No. 54. 

‘ ■ • * ' 19 th April, 194B. 

URITSD riATIOUS T/AR CRSES COCaCISSKW 

Trial of Xirnum Seikon liy a 
Tecporory Coxart Martial at Batavia . 



nth Scptcubcr. 1946 . 


The following translr.tion of the judguent hcs teen 
zoade available to the Secret cxiat by Cosnander M. W* 
Uouton, Netherlands Representative on the Cocosission. 


S E H T S N C E.. 

IN THE NAME OP THE QUEEN I 


The Temorary Court-martial at Batavia in the oose of the Prosecutor, 
ratione officii, against: 

KDjURA Seikon . aged 25, bom at Punsan, Korea, civilian 
serving witii the Japanese army, no-.T in "Clodok" prison. 

In view of the order by the Prosecutor dated 26th August 1946 oannittingthe 
case to the Temporary Court-martial for trial, in which order the accused has 
been charged: 

that he at Sena arong in or about xhe period from 1 st Jime 194*h to the 
end of April 1*J45» thus in time of war, as a subject of an enemy pov/or, 
namely Japan, and as a member of the canp administration staff, first 
at the civilian internee canp Gedangan and then of the civilian internee 
casp Ban^ong, cocmitted war crimoss and caused these to be ponmitted 
against the civilians, men, women and children, interned in the above 
mentioned canps, by carrying on a systematic reign of terror over the 
said persons contrary to the laws and wz^tcauPf war. That this reign 
of terror consisted in repeatedly, unnecessarily, and in any coso in 
a way far overstepping the bounds of a normal exercise of discipline, 
violently and deliberately ill-treating thorn or at anyrate many of them 
and causing them to be ill-treated by deliberately giving them an 
xinintcrrupted succession of heavy blo\/s for a length of timo on end, 
using tl:e fist, leather streps, clubs and so on, Iricking them with 
tho shod foot and for several days VTithholding or causing to be vdthhcld 
all food from them or at anyrate a number of them, the which reign of 
terror caused serious bodily sufiering to the aforesaid persons, vMoh 
suffering caused or at anyrate hastened the death of many of them, 
which acta ere providfcd for and mode punishable by art. 4 and following 
of the War Crimes Penal Law Decree, Statute Book 1946, N 0 . 45 . 

In viei/ of the v/rit and suT.mons dated 30th August 1946 iriaereby the 
accused is called iroon to appear at 9 n«m. on Monday, 9th Septaober, 194S at 
the sitting of the Temporary Sourt-m-rtial held in tho building of tho former 
Supreme Court of the Netherlands aast I.-.dies; 

In vie\j’ of the demand rcai out by the Prosecutor in front of and then 
handed to the Tonporoiy, Court-martial, to the effect: 

that the Tenpo.-ary Court-nartial declare the accused KDiURA Seikon . 
guilly of the -./ar crime "Systejsatic terrorism" and on that account 
0-1 ^ ccadoan him to the dea^h punalty. 


In view of the - 
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In vicv.- of tho (loou!.'.ont8 in tho ctiac, nho\m to and soon "by the accused 
vrfiere \ise v/as rado of them; 

In viar of tivit \/hich -.ras, put for.aird in his defence by the cccuaed 
!Uid his counsel; 

Considering that accused ackno.Yledged that he v/as ,at Sei.vnrang fren 
19 th Juno 1944 till the ;-.lddle of Keconber of that year rjvd then till April 
1945» ind that as "yoonin", the lov/ost "civilian" rank in the Japanese Airy, 
ho worked as third ranking nen.ber in the carro adndniotration, tearing the first 
nontioned period r.t the civilian internee oaj.ro Gcdan;:an and during the second 
period at the civilian internee cairro Bant;konK* it being his business to 
suoerviso the guards and naint.vin discipline .anong tho internees; 

that ho aokov/ledges in this connootion having beaten internees nine 
or ton tines and th?.t he also once rjrjde seven lioihos (members of an auxiliary 
volunteer anry for.iod in tho Netherlands iiast Indies fro.-, other than Dutch 
and incorporated in the Japanese army; they often acted os guards.) each give 
lirs. T.aylor-Kraay throe blor.va with their fist because she had been guilty of 
sinuggling in cigarettes; 

, that he errohivticid-ly denies having •••Itivhold food fren the internees or 

caused it to be v.ltliheld, ho nut luvn-n^Suthority to do so in view of his law 
rank in tho caqp a-dninistra-tion, .and Jilso denies that he exercised terrorisn 
of any sort, tho facts ackowledgod by hiiv having to be regarded as necessary 
for the maintenance of discipline; 

Considering tluit statements ir.ado by the folia.lng vdtnessos durir® the 
preliminary investigation wore retvd out ajnong others .at the sitting; 

1, with regard to the Gedangon car.p; 

Witness ;Dr. Lehr or ; that vdvilc in Goridagan coj-to on his way through to that at 
> Bankong he witnessed the ill-tr-ateont of Dr.iiorkoi/its who v/os bea.ten over tho 

I shovilders by accused -.dth a bit of v/ood; 

Witness Glcrun; s.av/ tho accused ill-treating the Emits fainily, stri* king iirs. 
Emits -and her daughter v/ith his h.-jvd and hitting lir.Emits with the butt of a 
rifle after v/.iioh he banged tlic latter's h.:ad several times against the ground; 
that further he sav/ that in the Bangkong caiiro accused sev^ely beat men and 
oven children preferably using a. leather strap having a motol clasp on it; 
V/itness Ribbe; confirraed the ill-treatnent of the Emits family; stated that he 
himself had boon ill-treated v/ith a str.ap cjid a bayonet, and that he was a 
witness of the ill-treatijont of several internees; 

Witness -Mrs. Smit.s; that accused repeatedly ill-troated her either with a strep 
or a rifle butt, saying;"bikin ntvti (l will kill you)"; 

that she could further oonfirm tlie -ill-treatcmnt of her husband and daughter; 
that the day after she .and hur caughtu: hrjl been ill-troated tlve accused again 
boat then with a leather strap; 

that itrs.do Greet, v/ho was on fire-guard duty and vras feeling ill, was caught 
"sitting" by tho accused v/ho gave her such a thrasliing v/ith a piece of v/ood 
for this transOTession that her loft am v/as broken in two places; 

Witness Emits (daunhier confin/ieu her p:>rents' statements; 

that she also sav/ a t\/elvo year old girl being cruelly tliraahed by the accused 
booausc she did not salute him qviick onou.'^v; 

that because llrs.van der Zv/eep could not Jrtand to attention qviick cnouglv as 
she v/os holdin^j a itying-pauv accused struak her to the ground, a treatment she 
had to undergo .a niu.ber of times, aiie ;ji result of the injuries she received 
she had to be admitted to hospital; 

t W itness V/eivnekes ; that in Gediuigan and Bnuigkong o.-.'.Tps he sav/ accused repeatedly 

Hitting men, v/emojv and cliilia’on; 

W itness Cassruneyor; that in Gedi’ngor. cj'jot he sav; icausod beating two v/omon 
vAth a wcsliijvfv-lino folded in four; 

that ho saw n deaf l.ady being beaten v/itli a belt folded in tv/o; 
tnat accused cruelly ill-treated a. twelve yu.-vr old girl; 

Vlitness Zwart; that on 17 th October,194iK she-vras ill-tre.ated by the accused 
because she did not tnlco tro uuite tile proper attitude v/lven standing to 
attention; 


that he fellowed 
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thit ho foUovrod tiia up by hittir^i her on t:io b;.a:: c. nur/.ber cf tinoa v.lth a 
-..-ooden lath; 

that accused repoatodly boat intorncos in- tlio orurp; 

tliat these ill-trcatnents •..•ore carried cut ;/ith clubs, streps or the fist, 
also by kickin^^; 

that children vaarc not spared, the tr.;clvu year old girl Jopic liana being 
anong these vAo suffered; 

that about 26t!i October, 1944 lira.Tr^lor-Kr.aay, mIio had confessed honestly to 
the carp cQnmnd:\nt that she liad snuggled in cigarettes, v.-as on account of 
breaking this rule struck on the fane by aeVon Hoihos ^dtli their hand for 
half-an-hour on end, till she fell doi.-n unconscious, this by accuacd's orders; 
tliat after this her heed. sv,-ollcd un to t..lco its ncimal size and sho v/as deaf 
in one .car; 

Witness Vriens; tiat in Septer,d>er,1944 she ..'as evoraJ. tines stiaick on the head 
ana in the face because she failed to f*ttend roU-o.all, iriich she ;.'a 3 not 
cocpcUed to do ou-inc to illness; 

that a feu ^oks later she -.ais again ill-treated in connection vd.th a kitchen 
affair; 

that in October,1944 she v-ns ill-trea.tcd for tJie "tliird tine" by the .accused 
uiio added that a "hantjoe" that had been b.aten tliree tines had better be 
beaten to death, that she u-as then so hit cv^r the head with an iron-pointed 
ruler that she received a large wound, had to bo nedic:OJ.y treated and aftor- 
vrards suffered continuoualy frisa bad headaches; 

Witness Teunissen; confimed the ill-trea.traent of Vriens; stv.ted that accused 
strueJe Mrs. van der Z’. 7 cep and Dengor on the f.-uje till they bec:inc unrecognisbblo 
and that ho broke ^{^s,Wijnab.'s Jinr.; 

Witness Zaalberr: confirr.ied the ill-troatnont of lirs.de Gro..t and that Mrs. 
van der Zweep was beaten by the tvicused with a bit of wood, stating that as a 
result of this ill-treatnent she v.X!nt off her head and had to be taJ:on to a 
Eventol asylun; 

'■/itness Estcur.ttLo; that about the beginning of October, 1944 her sister was 
cau£^t the accused practising tiie acoordoon v.Mch she ’.tos allowed to do by 
peredasion of. the ca-ro eori.andtuit; 

that accused then took her and her sister to his office where they had to listen 
to a sernon .about the enomity of n.-Jdng nusic at a tino vdien things vwro not 
going Well for Japan; 

that as a punishnont they were then hit '.vith the fi±t iwid also vdth a bit of 
wood after '.Mch the accused struck her, -.Titness, a nunbor of tines on thj neck 
vdth a sword, and that sho then had to work on the land with a "patjol" (a sort 
of spade) for the next ton nonths .as a further punishnent; 

V/itness Strous-dstcuTPic! fully ccivfimed the previcnas vdtnoss* statenent; 
Witness Y/icbolts; that accused carried ■■n a perfect reign of terror in Godangan 
casp vvnerc he was always hittini; cut vdf. !v strap, rope and sticks; 
that sho had been present on seVoral oco-uvions where this had ervused concussion 
and open wounds on the bock and legs; 

Witness Lebaau; confimed the ill-trcr.tcr.nt of M’s.Taylor-Kraay and lirs.de 
Groot; 

stated that acovised used to .say in the c-'jp in the noming;"! m coning tlvis 
cvcnir.g to boat 10. 30 or 40 wenen", and that he did i.n fact caao in the evening 
and stri -kc the said nunber of worven in such a v^cy on the f.ace that subcut-ancous 
extravasations took plane ana tho victim went about v<lth exceptionally sv/ollon 
faces v.hich ho, •..'itness, a dcct-;r, hr.! to trea.t; 

Witness Arra.taon; confimed the ill-trea.tnont of the v/a.ien v.'in dor Z\/ecp and 
T.aylor-Kraay; 

Vlitness Kulb; confirr.nd the ill-trec.t.;ent <.-f van .ier Zv/eep .and Taylor-Kraay; 
'Witnoos Klein-31uytcT; confirrnd the ili-treatino;it .if v.n der Zvroep, Zwart 
and do Groot; 

V.'itnc-ss Zoalbcr'—Claudio; confimod the ill-treati.eiit of the v/ei’.on do Groot 
and v.an der Zv.'eep; 

'..itness Dr. do Graa- -v.-vn Vc.T.*va.v; that 'ncused oi’tcn used to beat people for no 
reason at f-JJL; 

Witness Peetors-L\u.’k; that .'scou.sed.bcliaved lilce a beant and vfhen ho once started 
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hitting could not stop; 

that vdthout any reason ho beat .the first he coqld get hold of till they 
oould no longer stand; 

that some were carried into the hospital coo^aletoly crippled; 
that accused sometimes had the ill-treatmont oarried out by "neihotfs" and 
that the children vrare olmost nervous \/reck5 through fear of th‘o sooundrel; 
that she, vdtness, siisf several 7/omon so beaten by accused that their flesh 
v/os in rogs; 

tfitness Soheffoner-Kulb; that accused was olmys beating and kicking the 
approximately 2000 women in the canp in a horrible way, and that he also 
ordered the "Heihoiis" \iho guarded the ooitp to do the same; 

Witneaw Mepoelink; tlaat she repeatedly sow the ocoused ill-treating women and 
girls rith a strep or stick; 

that ho onoe so ill-treated a girl that she v/as not able to \ 7 alk for days; 


2, with regard to the statemonts of witnesses in respect to the Bangkong camp ; 


V/itness Dr.Lehrer; that’Vink, his male nurse, \/os repeatedly ill-treated hy the 
accused, this oausing nervousness among the patients; 

Witness Vink! that he was several timos ill-treated ly the acoused who, among 
other things, hit him across the shoulders, on the neck and in the obdcoon with 
a club, on the back vdth a rope, and in the abdomen with his fist, while he, 
ritnoss, v/os also thrc^Tn to tiie ground a number of times; 

'fTitness do Graaf! that about February,1945 the intumces in his hut who, like 
him, wore exenrot from roll-cell, wore made by accused to line up in>the open 
beonsue one patient had been ousido the hut during a roll-call and the accused 
hod soon this; 

that vdtness, who had never been at roU-oall, had difficulty in numbering off 
in Japanese; 

that accused then struck witness v/ith a short sword vdicreupon he, \dtnoB8, 
raised his arm to protect himself; 

that accused then hit out at ‘.Titness' arm with his sword, following this up by 
giving him blov/s on the face as a result of ^diich ritness fell down end became 
unconscious; 

that ho v/as then token into hospital and kept thero three months because his 
arm having been broken; 

Witness van Son; confiimed the ill-trer.taont of de Groof; 

Witness Dr,Meubenger : confirmed the ill-treatment of do Graaf, adding that being 
v;ounded in that '.my was very dangerous in view of the victim's age; 

Witness Evkhout ! that ho repeatedly saw accused hit men, women and children in 
the comp; 

Witness Woud ; confirmed tho ill-tr.oatmont of de Graaf; stated that he had 
repeatedly seen internees in the conro being betton by the accused; 

Witness; Toonen; that ho had soon the acoused once hitting the En^ishnon 
Llewellyn violently on two occasions andltbo Australian Cowell on one, using 
his bare fist and a leather strop, striking them on the faco and kicking them 
in tho abdomen; 

that, furthermoro, tho accused once beat a certain d'Ancona severoly on his 
bare body with a leather atrop, and he once had food kept for three whole days 
from three of the internees on account of smugging and then for the next six 
weeks only alloi/ed thorn to receive a little cassava porridge each day; 

Witness Bronkhorat : that the so-called carpontors' gang in the carp sraugglod 
in food and cigarettes; 

that among others belonging to this gong wore vdtnoas ond a Ilr.Rens; 

that in April 1945 the affair ;rais disoovored Thereupon the abovermentioned 

persons \/ero ordered to appear boforo tho accused; 

that the accused then boat them with a thick club, straps and sticks; 

that Mr, Rons v/as xmfortunate enough to ward off one blow upon vvhieh the occused 

got into a rage and boat him in such s. way that tlie doctor often/nrds found out 

that some of his ribs v/ero broken; 

that alter this punishment tliey were shut up in culls for a r/eek and for the 
first throe days were given nothing to eat; 

^at Ur.Rons v/ho vtos cactrcr-ioly and suffered from oedema, died three months 


later; that - 
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l=.tcr; 

tac.t acccjrdirkg to tho cloctcr his Gcr.th v.'rj the r«.3ult of the ill-treateont ho 
hnd received; 

Considerii^ that the above does not furnish procf that food v/as \/ithliold 
by the accused as in^uted; 

Considering, hcvTevor, tliat the stateiaonts of the above vAtnesses takm 
in conjuration vAth v.1iat hes been adnitted by the accused at the sitting havo 
legally and convincingly proved the other acts vAth v.+iich the accused has been 
charged; 

that in the opinion of the Court these acts were of the character of 
"systenatic terrorisn" as they ■..•ere frequently applied over a lengthy period 
to a cansp population •.-.'hich was a docile one, as the accused hiirself concedes, 
so tliat these grave ill-treatiaents entirely overstepped the bounds necessary 
for the naintenanoe of discipline; 

tliat .as the Court kno\.-s frosk its cKtn experience, such ill-trontiaonts 
are calculated in the highest degree to shatter the health and norale of 
prisoners already weakened by a long period of internment; 

Considrring that thCj^^oused imst thus be declared guilty of the crime 
specified further on and o5"^ccunt sentenced to punishment; 

Considering with regard to the piuiishnent to be inflicted on the 
accvisad; 

that accused, who for about a year had given full reign to his sadistic 
tendencies, venting those on dofencele.«?s civilian internees,for the most part 
wosicn, who through their long intemi-cnt by the Japanese had been brou^t 
to the edge of starvation :.nd despair, thereby ccmiAtted a serious vrar crime 
and gave evidence of such a c.ent^ity fciat in connection vAtli the severe 
standard accepted by the allies for the trial and punishment of v/ar criminals 
the severest penalty rust here be pronounced; 

In vie\.* of art.1, pnrG.2, of Statute Bojk 194d No.44 in conjunction 
vAth art. 4 of Statute Book I 946 Ho.^, and Statute Book 1946 Ho. 47: ^N.B.sec 
Statute Book l?o.74 for this latter_/ 

ADIIIIIISTERING THE LA\7 
declares the accused 

KIIvlJRA .SSIIOK 

guilty of tlvo Trcx crime "Systematic terrorism 

Condcmi^diin on that :v5count to the death penalty . 

Sentence parsed on 11th .September, 1946 by: 

Col.Dr,J.k. Peter, ~ ■ 

Lt. Col.Dr. k-.L. Sv.'aab 

Capt.Dr. E.M jokmans 

in the presence of: 

Ist Lt.Dr..J.&.H.v;ai der Starp, Secretary, 
and sisnmed i® and aacroed on 2iid October,1946. 


rxesiaenw 

lienbers. 


Noted by me: 

The .Secre-tary, 
s/j.G.K.van dor 


The President, 
s/j.H. Peter. 

llombcars, 
s/lUh. Swaab. 
I?ijc!3.i:ui3, 

Plat of execution- 
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Fiat of Execution. 

Fiat of isxeoution of the above sentensc has been granted this day, 

7th October 1946, by lae, Ch,V/.Abbenhuis. 

The Chief Comanding Officer of the 
A.M.A.C.A.B. for V/est ar.d Central Java, 
Soerakarta and Jogjakarta, 

s/Ch. v;. Abbe nhuis. 

Pronounced at the sitting of the Tenporary Court-aartial on 11th Ootbber 
1946 by Col.Dr.J.H.Peter, president, in the presence of Lt,Col.Dr,M.L,Swaab, 
Capt,Dr,3,Rijoknans, Bonbers, 1st Lt,Dr. J.G.H.van der Starp, secretary, 
Dr.R.J.Beer, prosecutor, the accused, awi counsel for the ^fence. 

Noted by no: 

The Secretary, The President, 

s/j.G.H. van der Staip, s/j.H.Peter. 
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